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“A Tradition of Excellence in Childcare”

Address: 327 Franklin Street, Watertown, New York

 Telephone Number: 788-1787/Fax Number 788-3265

E-mail Address: mdyer@newdaychildrenscenter.com
Website: http://www.newdaychildrenscenter.com

Hours of Operation: Monday through Friday 7:00 to 5:30

Welcome to New Day!

We are pleased you selected New Day Children’s Center for your child care needs. The following information was put together in an attempt to help you become familiar with New Day. It contains important policies that you may need to refer to during your time with us. We are sure that you will have lots of other questions so please don’t hesitate to talk with your child’s teacher, stop in the office or call if you have any questions or concerns. We look forward to getting to know you and your child!

These are the things you will need to bring for your child’s first day:

· A complete change of clothes, including socks and underwear.

· A small blanket for nap time and something that would be comforting for your child to sleep with. If your child is in the baby room or toddler room they will also need a crib sheet.

· Diapers

· Wipes. If your child is in the baby or toddler rooms parents are asked to bring in wipes twice a month. On the 1st and the 15th. (Teachers will remind you on your daily sheet).

· Water Bottle (or Sippy Cup for toddlers), to leave in your child’s cubby.

· Toothpaste if your child is in a three or four year old classroom.  A toothbrush will be provided to your child courtesy of New Day.

*Please be sure all items are labeled with your child’s first and last name*
History

New Day Children’s Center was the first licensed child care center in the city of Watertown. We have been in existence since 1979 and we are currently licensed to accommodate 124 children between the ages of 8 weeks to 12 years of age. The Center is governed by a volunteer Board of Directors, made up of parents, church members and other people within the community. We continue to strive to provide a

 “TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE IN QUALITY CHILDCARE”

             New Day Children’s Center is A United Way Agency.
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MISSION STATEMENT


New Day Children’s Center is an independent child care facility which provides quality, affordable child care and developmentally appropriate programming for children in the Jefferson County area.

PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT





It is the philosophy of New Day Children’s Center that early childhood should be a time of fun, warmth, security, exploring and discovery.  The staff strives to nurture creativity and independence.  Our purpose is to provide an atmosphere that encourages social, emotional, physical and intellectual growth and development of the child as a whole.

Planned curriculum includes sharing and conversation times; stories, songs and finger plays; creative art activities and crafts; games and large muscle play indoors and out; field trips throughout the community; food preparation; science and nature activities; exposures to shapes, colors, numbers and letters; and celebration of special days.  Providing nutritious meals and snacks is considered an opportunity for learning as well as nourishment.  Activities in the classrooms are planned to be appropriate to the age and development of each child. The Kelly Oatman Memorial Fund allows us to offset the cost of some of our special activities.

New Day, a nonprofit corporation, is licensed by the New York State Office of Child and Family Services.  Its operation is governed by a volunteer Board of Directors along with an Executive Director.  Each class is taught by at least one degree or credentialed teacher.  New Day advertises in the public media in order to make openings known to all.  Children are admitted regardless of race, creed, color, sex, national origin or religion.  We will make every reasonable attempt to accommodate children with special needs.
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Paper Work


At the time of your visit to our center, you were given this parent handbook, along with several other documents.  We are required to have these documents on file once your child is enrolled in our program.  Please complete all your paper work and return it to the office.  Keep your parent handbook in a place you will be able to reference it easily for answers to questions you might have.  Once you enroll there are several documents that we are required to have you update annually.  

· The Enrollment Form 

· The Medical Form

· The Income Eligibility Form Application for our food program

Enrollment


Children enrolled in our three year old program will be moved to a four year old classroom in September if they turn four years old before December 1st of that academic year.  Children who turn four after December 1st will only be moved as needed or if spaces become available.

Arrival

The kitchen staff serves breakfast and lunch in two shifts:  8:00-8:30 for breakfast and 11:00-11:30 for lunch.  Please check with your child’s teacher to see what time your child will be eating.  Children should be here by 9:00 a.m. if possible, so that they may participate in the planned activities for the day. If your child won’t be here for the day please be sure to call and let us know.

 Children that are here for UPK only should be dropped off a few minutes before 9:00 a.m. so that they may participate in the planned activities for the morning. They will need to be picked up promptly at 11:30 a.m.  If at any time a UPK child would like to extend care to a full day, please ask the office staff in the office to go over “wrap around care” options.

Pick-Up

Closing time at the center is 5:30 p.m. If you are running late for some reason please call the center so we can let the teachers know when to expect you. (There is a late fee assessed for any time past 5:30 p.m.) We strongly discourage late pick-up. We ask that you remember all of the staff have outside commitments after work and need to be able to leave the center when their shift is over. If you would like to talk with your child’s teacher, please ask her what time is best for her schedule. We can arrange a time that’s convenient for both of you, if we have advance notice so that we can get coverage for the room. Remember that the primary responsibility of the teacher is to care for the children. If you are sending someone who is not on your pick-up list, you MUST notify the office.  We will not release any child to someone who is not on your pick-up sheet, unless you call to give us permission.  Anyone not familiar to the teachers will be asked to show identification.   

Parking

The main drop off and pick up point is along Sterling Street. If Sterling Street is too congested or if it is more convenient, you may use the Franklin Street entrance.  However, please use the left side of the parking lot.  Spaces on the right are reserved for the church employees.

Rest Time

Rest time varies from room to room. Please check with your child’s teacher to find out what time she tries to have the children settle down. We try to have all the children rest for a brief amount of time. Some of the children sleep as long as 2 hours (usually the babies and toddlers).  If your child doesn’t fall asleep they can choose a quiet activity. Looking at books, coloring, or puzzles might be some activities the teachers would make available.  

Meal time

The center participates in the Child and Adult Care Food Program. This allows the center to get donated commodities and cash reimbursements that we use to help supplement the costs of the food program. Each month your child should receive a copy of the menu so that you know what he/she will be having for breakfast, lunch and P.M. snack. We serve family style dining so that the children can get used to passing serving bowls, pouring, scooping and making choices about what they’d like to eat. It also allows the staff to eat with the children. We certainly encourage children to try things rather than pass everything by, but we never force children to eat something they don’t like.   

Mailboxes/Cubbies

Please check your child’s mailbox before leaving each day.  Pictures that your child has created would be there, also notices from the office or the teachers. Please be sure your child always has a complete change of clothes in his/her cubbie. It saves a teacher from having to run from room to room looking for a change of clothes.

Conferences and Progress Reports

Parent/teacher conferences are held twice a year for children who are in the four year old classes. Other conferences will be scheduled as needed. Parents are encouraged to discuss their child and his/her development at any time with the teachers. Keep in mind that the teachers are usually quite busy with the children. If you have something you don’t want to discuss in front of him/her, check with the teacher to see what will be a good time for her.  
Clothing 

Parents are urged to dress their children for play in clothing which is comfortable and able to take occasional paint and mud splatters. Sturdy shoes or  sneakers are the best to play in.  Please be sure your child has proper outer clothing appropriate for the weather.  Outdoor play continues all year long.

Fire Drills & Lock Down Procedure
We conduct a fire drill once a month, and we practice a lock down at least twice per year. 

Abuse and Neglect

As mandated reporters the staff is required to note any injuries or signs of abuse or neglect and bring them to the immediate attention of the Director or her/designee.  The staff person who suspects the abuse is then responsible for making or causing to be made an immediate report to the Statewide Register of Child Abuse and Maltreatment. 

The B-Word (biting)

It’s important to realize that biting is a developmental stage that is not unexpected. We cannot guarantee that your child will not be bitten during his/her time in care. 

If your child was bitten we will always do an incident report so that you will know how it happened, when it happened, and if any first aid was given. If the skin is broken we will always call and let you decide if your child needs medical treatment. 

Toilet Training

If you are going to be with us during your child’s toilet training process we have some suggestions that might be helpful.
· Communicate, communicate and communicate with your child’s teacher.

· The toddler room teachers have lots of experience with potty training. Talk with them and listen to their suggestions for success. 

· We have a great potty training resource book that you are welcome to borrow. (Good Going! By Gretchen Kinnell)

· Be prepared to do lots of extra laundry! You need to have several changes of clothes here every day (at least 3 or 4). 

· Be consistent!

· If your child has a BM in his/her training pants, we will tie those underpants and any other garments containing fecal matter in a plastic bag and make you aware of it at the end of the day.

Things from home
It is usually very difficult for children to share things from home. It is much easier to teach a child to take turns with the toys we have here. If you are having a tough time getting out the door in the morning without something from home we suggest a stuffed animal for rest time or favorite book that the teacher could read to everyone.
 Please do not send your child to the center with food or candy. The children are served breakfast, lunch, and snack each day. If you would like to provide a HEALTHY snack for your child’s class, to celebrate a birthday or some other special occasion please choose from the following healthy snack list. No nuts or peanut products please!! Cheese, fresh fruit, yogurt, fresh vegetables, raisins/craisins
Artwork

The emphasis at New Day is on creative art. The important learning which occurs when a child plans how to fill the space on a paper and how to hold the paint brush so it doesn’t drip, what colors look like when they are mixed together, how to spread paste to make things stick together and how to hold scissors…..all of these skills and many more, are acquired through creative art. Developmentally appropriate practice teaches us that the “how to” is much more important than” what is” the final product.

Daily Sheets

Infant , Waddler and Toddler Room teachers will provide written sheets for parents each  day to communicate, eating, sleeping and diapering times throughout the day.
White Boards

Three and Four year old classroom teachers will use white boards outside the classroom to document each day special activities, stories, songs and other classroom news for parents.

** Daily sheets and white boards should never take the place of verbal communication between parents and teachers.

FINANCIAL POLICIES

It is the policy of New Day Children’s Center, Inc. that:

· A registration fee of $40.00 per family is required at the time of registration.  This fee is not refundable unless New Day does not have room for your child.  This is a one-time charge that will not be repeated if the child leaves and is re-enrolled within one year from the last day of attendance.
· The first and last week’s fees for day care must be paid in advance.  The last week’s fees are retained by New Day as a security deposit and are applied to your last week of care when the child is disenrolled.

· Fees must be paid in advance by Friday of the week before care is given.  Bills are not given out unless payment is overdue.  If you have a problem with payment, you must contact the office immediately to make temporary arrangements for payment.  If payments are not current and no arrangements in place, care for your child will be terminated and your balance due will be turned over to our attorney for collection.  All costs and expenses for collection become your responsibility and are a part of your indebtedness. 

· Fees are due whether your child attends or not.  Because we are required to remain within our budget constraints, we must ask for payment in full during your family vacations, sick days, holidays, and snow days, with the exceptions noted.  Fees are subject to change during the year, and you will receive 30 days’ notice.

· Children will receive one week’s vacation without charge per calendar year, after six months of continuous attendance.  This must be taken in a one week block.  All children are entitled to take a one-half price sick week per calendar year, if the child is out sick for a full week.

· Fees are based on the yearly cost per child divided by 50 weeks per year.  There will be no charge for the week we are closed for the Christmas break, or the week we are closed preceding Labor Day.

Holidays:  New Day is closed for the following holidays:  New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and the Friday following, and Christmas Day.  You will be charged your regular fees for these days.  In the event a holiday should fall on the weekend, we will close either Friday or Monday for our paid holiday.   Also if Christmas Day or New Year’s Day falls within the week we close for the Christmas break, it is an unpaid holiday and you are not required to pay for that day.  Each year you will only be paying for either Christmas or New Year’s, but not both.

· New Day is also closed each year on Martin Luther King Jr. Day and the last Thursday and Friday in June. These are paid days for our staff to come in and clean in their classrooms, attend staff development meetings or in-service training.
· Unpaid Closures:  New Day will also be closed during the following periods each year. The last week of summer before Labor Day, and the week we close for Christmas break.

· If a child is away for a period of time, his/her place will be reserved only if tuition is paid.  Otherwise, the child must be disenrolled, and he/she may be re-enrolled later, if there is space.
· Children who are enrolled part-time may attend extra time when space is available and with the permission of the office staff.  Extra time must be paid for at the end of the week in which it occurred.

· There will be an extra charge of $5.00 for every 15 minutes after 5:30 pm pickup.  Please sign and date the attached Late Pick-up Policy.  Constant offenders may be asked to withdraw their child.

· There will be a charge of $20.00 for returned checks.  Constant offenders will be asked to pay in cash.
· Two weeks’ advance notice of termination must be given to one of the office staff by the responsible adult.  Otherwise, two weeks’ fees will be due after the child leaves.

l) Family Discount:

Full time (5 days/wk)

$25 discount for 2nd child

$60 discount for 2nd & 3rd child

Part time (less than 5 full days/wk) 

$15 discount for 2nd child

$33 discount for 2nd & 3rd child 

Military families may ask about the Military Assistance Program.
 Effective 7/1/2013
Summer Commitment Fee:
We are happy to have a large number of families who utilize our center because we offer the option to disenroll for the summer and return in the fall.

We require a weekly commitment fee from each family choosing to disenroll for the summer.  The weekly fee will be equal to two days of care for each child you wish to hold a spot for.  This includes families holding an infant room spot for a baby who will begin in the fall.  Since the two day rate will be required to hold your child’s spot, you will be able to have your child/children here two days a week.  We will do our best to accommodate which days will work best for your summer schedule but it will be based on availability.  Families who need to keep their children enrolled because of work or school obligations will have priority for part time spaces that are available.

***If you are holding a spot for more than one child, the second or third
child discount would apply.***
Daily Rates:

Please refer to the current year rate schedule in the back of this packet.
Discipline Policy

At New Day we help children develop self- control and learn acceptable forms of social behavior by offering them ideas on how to solve problems as they occur, and by praising the child who uses appropriate behavior. We expect children to respect the feelings and property of others and to solve problems without using physical force. We also expect children to respect their teachers. We share these expectations with children when they are first enrolled by discussing them at group time. We remind the children if they forget as the occasion arises.

We help children resolve conflicts by asking them to use words to express their feelings. If they don’t know how to do this, we suggest something they could say. We prevent them from hurting each other by intervening if possible when we see something about to happen, and reminding them of the rules. We encourage children to problem solve by helping them to decide on a course of action and by praising them when they solve a problem themselves, in an acceptable way. We read stories about problem solving, and occasionally use group discussions. We remain with the child to make sure the solutions are carried out.

We use proper room arrangement to foster positive interaction, and try to have enough play materials on hand to reduce conflict. We guard against over stimulation through a balance of active and quiet play.

We sometimes use a time out or time away to calm down a child who is upset or not listening to the teacher. Time out is no longer than 1 minute for each year of the child’s age, and the child remains in the room. After a time out the child is guided back to activities in the room. Occasionally a child will lose control of his/her behavior and that child is brought to the office to give them a chance to settle down away from the group. This usually does what it is intended to do. Only very rarely is the child so out of control that we have to call a parent.  The following practices violate regulatory standards for appropriate discipline and are therefore prohibited. The use of corporal punishment is prohibited. Corporal punishment means punishment inflicted directly on the body including, but not limited to:

· shaking, slapping, twisting or squeezing.

· demanding excessive physical exercise, excessive rest or strenuous bizarre postures; and 

· Compelling a child to eat or have in his/her mouth:  soap, food spices or foreign substances.

· The use of room isolation is prohibited. No child can be isolated in an adjacent room, hallway, closet, darkened area, play area or any other area where a child cannot be seen or supervised

· Food cannot be withheld as punishment or reward.

· Toilet training methods that punish, demeanor humiliate a child are prohibited.

· Any abuse or maltreatment of a child either as an incident of discipline or otherwise is absolutely prohibited.

Policy Statements

Drug and Alcohol Release 

All of the staff at New Day are mandated reporters of child abuse and neglect. Therefore if a teacher suspects that the pick-up person has been drinking or is under the influence of drugs, we will ask that you call a cab, a friend, or relative to pick-up you and your child.  If you insist on taking your child and driving a vehicle, we have no other choice but to contact the local police department. We hope that you will cooperate with us on this matter and that each family will have a safe ride home.
Babysitting

Many parents have a difficult time finding reliable babysitters and often ask their professional caregiver or another staff person from their childcare center to render services on weeknights, weekends or on other occasions when the center is closed. While this arrangement may be convenient, this center does not advocate or approve of off duty babysitting. Please be advised that we cannot insure the fitness or ability of a particular caregiver to care for your child(ren) while they are babysitting during their off- duty hours from the center. If you choose to have our off- duty employee as your child(ren)’s babysitter, this is your decision. This center disclaims any and all liability for any acts of our employees during their off duty hours while babysitting in your home or theirs.
Inclement Weather Policy/Loss of Power

Day Care:

New Day Children’s Center will make every effort to remain open for service, even in times of inclement weather for the convenience of the parents who rely on us so that they may meet work or school obligations.  However, in the event that hazardous driving conditions exist in the county that causes the roads to be closed, travel prohibited or a declaration of a state of emergency, New Day Children’s Center will close.  In the event that weather conditions develop as outlined above or if the center should lose power for more than 2 hours, either before or after the center has opened for operation, New Day will close.  If we have already opened for business, we will make a list of all children in attendance and begin the process of calling parents.  We will do our best to give you at least a two hour notice.  If the forecast calls for bad weather, and you have the availability of TV or radio at your place of employment, please listen for the possibility of an early closure.  We will make every effort to stay open for business.  This is one of many reasons why you must be sure that all of your contact information is correct and current.

Charges for Service

As stated above New Day Children’s Center will make every effort to remain open for service, however, in the event that hazardous conditions make it impossible to remain open, we must request regular payment so that we can pay our staff.  If for some reason the center must remain closed for an extended period of time you will not be charged for more than two days in a consecutive five day period. 

Late Pick-up

Closing time at the center is 5:30 p.m. As stated in our current financial policy there will be an additional charge of $5.00 for every 15 minutes after the 5:30 p.m. pick-up. If your child is not picked up by 5:30 p.m., your child will be taken to the office, and your account will be billed accordingly. Consistent offenders may be asked to remove their child from the program. 

Security System

Each family will be required to purchase one security card so that you can enter the building without buzzing the office.  If you would like to purchase additional cards at $10.00 each for other people on your pick-up list, please fill out the request form accordingly.  If you lose your pass card, you will need to buy a replacement card at the cost of $10.00 per card.  If you regularly have someone else drop off or pick up your child, both of you will be required to have a pass card.

Keep in mind that it is difficult and distracting for the office staff to answer the buzzer for parents who do not bring their pass card to let themselves in the building.  We understand that you occasionally forget your pass card but if we have to buzz you in more than twice a week, we will issue you a new card and charge your account $10.00. 
  Please be advised that when you disenroll your child, you are required to return all cards that you have purchased.  If you fail to do so, your account will be billed $10.00 per card.  If you return the cards that you purchased at $10.00 each, we will credit your account or balance due or issue you a check for $5.00 for each card returned.
Emergency Evacuation Plan

Upon discovery of an occurrence requiring evacuation of the children from the center, the fire alarm in the center will ring and the teachers will evacuate the children to one of the following locations.

*Immaculate Heart Primary Gymnasium, at Parker Street Entrance

*Olympic Apartments on  Franklin Street, next to Pine Cleaners


The Director or other responsible person will call you to come and pick-up your child as soon as the children are settled and accounted for at one of the above safe locations.

* Children will be required to wear shoes during naptime so that their feet will be protected during the event of an emergency evacuation *


Please be sure your blue card information is accurate and up-to-date, since these are the numbers we would use to contact you in case of an emergency.  

If you change jobs or cell phone numbers, please be sure to notify the office so we 
can update our records accordingly.
HEALTH CARE POLICY

At New Day Children’s Center we provide care for healthy children.  It is our responsibility to make every effort to stop the spread of illness.  In order to give your child the quality care he or she deserves we have developed a policy which helps our center to stop the spread of illness while working closely with families.  We believe that a policy such as this is in the best interest of the children, families, and staff at our center.

Medical Statements must be completed by a physician, physician’s assistant or nurse practitioner prior to the child’s first day of enrollment, and updated as  needed with current immunization information. The Physician must indicate that the child is up to date on his/her immunizations and free from contagious disease.  Children will not be allowed to begin care until the form is complete.

*Hand washing is the number one way to prevent the spread of germs.  All children must wash their hands upon arrival to the center!*
Why should I keep my child from coming to the center?


Experience has taught us that children who are ill may not only spread illness to others, but may also have a difficult time keeping up with the daily routine.  A child who is sick may be overly tired or may be responding to medication.  Although we work very hard at meeting the needs of all of the children in our care, a sick child may also require more one on one care than we are able to provide in a group setting.  

If your child develops symptoms while he or she is in our care we will use good judgment and past experience to assess whether or not your child should be sent home. If we feel that your child is not feeling well enough to participate in the program or may have a contagious illness you will be contacted and asked to pick up your child.

Reasons we may call you:
· If your child develops a fever

· is vomiting

· has diarrhea 

· has a rash that is not identifiable

· has pink eye/conjunctivitis

· has a severe cold with temperature elevation, sneezing and thick nasal discharge .

What does the child care center do to help prevent illness in children?


Children who enter child care for the first time become ill more often than children who are cared for at home or by one person alone.  This is because children can spread illness quickly by putting things in their mouths and touching toys and objects without washing their hands.  Although toys are cleaned daily there is a much greater chance of children coming in contact with germs because several children are using toys and objects in the classroom.  Often, children who become ill several times when beginning care will become ill less frequently as they grow older.  This is because their bodies build up a natural immunity to illness by being exposed to certain illnesses when they are younger.  Our center helps to prevent the spread of illness by doing the following:

· teaching and helping children to wash their hands

· observing children for any symptoms of illness

· following appropriate sanitizing procedures

· sending home your child’s bedding each week to be laundered

What can I do about getting care for my child when he or she is ill?


It is important for you to plan ahead and find a responsible person or persons to care for your child when he or she is ill.  This person might be a relative, friend, or neighbor who loves your child and is willing to help you out so that you may be able to return to work, school or a scheduled appointment.  Having a back-up system for child care when your child is ill will help you to stay calm and fulfill your responsibilities without worry.

How long do I have to pick up my child?


When we contact you about picking up your son or daughter due to illness you will need to arrange to have your child picked up from the center as soon as possible.  Since we are responsible for making sure that your child will not have further contact with other children when he or she is ill, we ask that you make arrangements to have your child picked up within an hour after you have been called.  If the center is unable to reach you or your spouse or your child is not picked up within one hour after we have contacted you, the center will call the emergency or back-up persons listed on your child’s blue card and ask that he or she pick up your child.

What is a fever?


Our center considers any number over 100 degrees for children under 12 months of age and 101 degrees for children 12 months and older to be a fever.  We will take a child’s temperature at the center if he or she feels warm or if he or she has other symptoms which may indicate illness.  If your child has a fever the center Director or classroom teacher will inform you of his or her numerical temperature and you will be asked to come and pick up your child from the center.  

When can my child return to the child care center?

Your child may return to the center if your child has been fever and symptom free for 24 hours without medication.

We may ask for a Dr’s note for conditions we consider serious or contagious.

What do I do about giving my child medication while he or she is at the child care center?


Prescription and orally-administered over-the-counter medication may be administered only upon written permission of the parent and written instructions from a health care provider stating that the child day care provider may administer such medication or prescription.  We have specific health care forms in the office that must be taken to the doctor’s office.  Along with a signed statement from your doctor’s office, the following information should also be included:

· child’s name

· the full name of the medicine

· the amount of medication to be given

· how often or what times to give the medication

· how long or for how many days the medication should be given

· the package insert instructions

· the pharmacist insert

· authorized prescriber name

· pharmacy name and phone number

· date prescription filled

All medicines need to be in their original containers and labeled with your child’s full name.  For the safety of all, please make sure that any medications you bring are given to your child’s teacher or the center Director when your child is dropped off at the center.  As a safety precaution, medication may not be left in children’s cubbies, diaper bags, or backpacks.  We will send any unused medication home with you.

What is the center policy regarding over the counter medications and/or topical ointments? 


The teachers will need written permission from you to apply any type of topical ointment or cream, including sunscreen, to your child’s skin.  These include, but are not limited to: diaper creams, moisturizers, sunscreen, prescription ointments, and Vaseline.  

If my child is diagnosed with an illness, do I need to tell the child care center?


The center relies on parents to report diagnosed cases of illness to us.  When we learn that a child has been diagnosed with a contagious illness we will notify center parents of the name of the illness and its symptoms.  Since all medical information about your child is confidential, we will never use your child’s or your family’s name in any information which we distribute.  Information about illness is distributed to help families know what symptoms to watch for in their child.  By observing children and noticing signs of illness before coming to the center, families can help us to prevent the spread of illness.  
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Breastfeeding Policy

New Day Children’s Center recognizes that breastfeeding is the ideal method of feeding and nurturing infants, providing many health benefits to both infant and mother.  We are committed to providing you with a convenient and comfortable environment for breastfeeding.

· You are welcome to come into the center anytime during our hours of operation to breastfeed and bond with your baby.

· Center staff will coordinate feeding times with the mother’s normal feeding schedules.

· We will provide you with a comfortable environment for you to feed in the classroom or in our staff room if you choose a more private setting.

· The center will not introduce any food or drink other than breast milk unless requested by the parent.

· Breastfeeding shawls are available upon request.

· Breastfeeding resources are available and can be signed out from our resource library at anytime.

· Center staff receive training on the best practices that support breastfeeding and on the proper handling of breast milk.
PROGRAM GOALS

Infant/Toddler Program

· An environment which provides materials and equipment appropriate to the ages of the children, including textural areas, cuddly toys, objects they can explore by mouthing, rolling, squeezing, pulling and pushing, sturdy picture books, unbreakable mirrors and sturdy furniture.

· Opportunities for outdoor play in an enclosed playground, or for taking walks, on days when the weather permits, at least once per day.  

· A balance of quiet and active play activities.  

· Breakfast, lunch and 2 snacks each day with the opportunity to self-feed at a tray-chair or table.  A variety of nutritious foods, prepared in an inspected kitchen, will be served.

· Children will be helped to develop a positive self-image through opportunities to succeed at simple tasks and games, approval of desired behavior, and frequent interaction with staff.

· Children will learn trust through the regular schedule of daily activities and the regular attendance of staff.

· The child’s health will be documented daily in a notebook.  

· The children will have naps in a crib or cot each afternoon.

· Children will be read to every day, and staff will interact with all children so that language development will be enhanced.  

Three Year Old Program:

· A safe, dependable and healthy environment which encourages creativity and independence, with activities designed to be appropriate to the ages and development of each child in the class.

· Each classroom will have specific areas where children can develop through active interaction with peers and adults.  These areas shall be small motor, blocks, science, and art, quiet and dramatic play.

· Appropriate rest and quiet periods will be provided, with a cot or mat for each child to rest on.  Play activities during the day will alternate quiet and active play so that children will not become overtired, and so that children will have daily opportunities for active play.

· Children will play outdoors at least once per day, weather permitting.  Fresh air and exercise are considered an important aspect of a child’s day.  

· The program will be designed to be multicultural and non-sexist by maximizing the strengths and unique experiences of each child’s background.

· A written daily schedule of routines will be posted in each room, and will include meal and snack times, rest periods, indoor and outdoor play times, and large and small group activity times.

· Children will eat meals and snacks with their teachers.  Mealtime is considered a learning time as well as a social time. Teachers will model proper table manners and an interest in trying a variety of nutritious foods, as well as interacting verbally with the children.  Children will be encouraged, but not forced to try new foods.  

· Learning how to get along with others is another goal of the program. Learning how to join in a group activity, how to make and keep friends and how to achieve self-control will be worked on through games, activities, stories, discussions, and modeling of behavior by staff.

· Learning by active manipulation of materials and by providing a wide variety of experiences is the prime goal at New Day.  Instilling a love of books, rather than teaching the children to read, giving many opportunities to use paint, crayons, and glue instead of coloring books, playing counting games instead of giving worksheets, are some of the ways we shall achieve our goal for the children.

· 
  In an effort to prepare students for the demands of kindergarten, we:

· Create an atmosphere that fosters individual learning and exploration of the surrounding environment.

· Encourage independent thoughts and actions, i.e.: students make positive decisions and are responsible for dressing, feeding and cleaning themselves.  

· Provide opportunities to develop and refine large and small motor skills:

· dancing, running, hopping, skipping,

· cutting, coloring, tearing, rolling, tracing, stenciling

· Embed ideas of friendship, courtesy, fair play and justice, i.e.: taking turns, thinking about consequences of actions

· Enrich students' thirst for knowledge by reinforcing math, science, social studies and ELA concepts.

· concepts of self as a member of a larger community

· counting

· phonemic awareness

· one to one correspondence

· least/most, zero/none, equal/the same

· letter and number recognition

· Support fine art.

· singing, dancing, dramatic play/theater, finger plays

School Age Program:

(Kindergarten to 12 years of age)

· Children will have a room of their own which they can furnish and decorate in a way to suit their needs.

· Children will be given opportunities to perform responsible jobs. 

· Staff will encourage pro-social behaviors such as cooperation, helping, and talking to solve problems.

· Children will have opportunities to participate in group games or to play alone.

· Developmentally appropriate materials and equipment will be available, such as bats and balls for organized games, blocks, hobby supplies, art and science projects, materials for dramatics, cooking, books, board and card games.   

· Cultural diversity will be recognized through cooking activities, celebrations, books, pictures, visitors and trips to museums and cultural resources.

· Outdoor play will be included every day the weather permits at a time the playground is not occupied with younger children.

· Children will be well supervised.  They will be responsible for the care of materials and the room.

· Children will bring a bag lunch each day.  Breakfast and afternoon snack will be provided.

· Staff and parents will communicate about the child’s day, activities they have been involved in, and any concerns. Parents are welcome visitors at anytime.  
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New Day Children’s Center

Rate Schedule Effective June 30, 2014
One’s, Toddlers, Two’s (7:00-5:30)


5 full days 



$188.00


4 full days



$158.00


3 full days



$119.00


2 full days



$83.00


Extra full day


$43.00

Threes, Fours, Fives (7:00-5:30)


5 full days



$183.00


4 full days



$154.00


3 full days



$116.00


2 full days



$81.00


Extra full day


$42.00

School Age


5 full days (7:00-5:30)

$149.00


Per day     (7:00-5:30)

$34.00

Full day fees include breakfast, lunch, and two snacks each day.

Fees are the same every week, including those with holidays.

Fees are due each week in advance for the following week.

Family Discount-Effective 6/30/2014
Full time (5 days/wk)

$25 discount for 2nd child

$60 discount for 2nd & 3rd children

Part time (less than 5 full days/wk)

$15 discount for 2nd child

$33 discount for 2nd & 3rd children

*Please anticipate a small annual increase in your childcare fees so that we are able to accommodate increasing expenses each year.
Four Year Old/Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program:
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